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SCHEME FEATURE

1. GENERAL

1.1 Name of scheme

1.2 Website

1.3 Scheme owner details

1.4 General objective

1.5 Scheme governance

DESCRIPTION

The scheme is generally referred to as ‘FSC’.
Full name is: Forest Stewardship Council

www.fsc.org 

FSC is an international membership association. 

FSC has defined its mission as: ‘the Forest Stewardship Council A.C. (FSC) shall promote environmentally appropriate, socially
beneficial, and economically viable management of the world’s forests.

FSC is an international membership organization. Members may be organizational or individual. Members are from diverse background
and include representatives of environmental and social NGOs, the timber trade, forestry organisations, indigenous people’s
organisations, retailers, forest owners, etc.

The General Assembly of Members is FSC’s highest decision-making body. The FSC Board of Directors is accountable to the FSC
Members. It is made up of nine elected representatives, with three elected from each of the chambers for a three-year term. 

HANDBOOK SUSTAINABIL ITY  CERTIF IC ATION OF SOLID  B IOMASS FOR ENERGY PRODUCTION

Module 365: Factsheet FSC    (Version – November 2013)

Factsheet FSC

This factsheet aims to provide accessible and factual information on the FSC scheme. The information has been validated by FSC the Netherlands. This factsheet presents the actual

status of the scheme in August 2013. For more detailed information on the scheme, the reader may visit the website of the certification scheme or contact the scheme owner.

Disclaimer: the information contained in this factsheet is for informational purpose only and cannot be used in replacement of the official FSC standards and procedures.  
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2. THE STANDARD

2.1 Types of biomass covered

2.2 Geographic coverage

2.3 Chain coverage

2.4 Sustainability criteria covered

The day-to-day operations are executed by the IFC International Center in Bonn, Germany. In addition, FSC has network partners
(national offices) in over 35 countries. 

Network partners represent FSC in their respective countries and have several tasks and responsibilities, amongst which are:
- Enhance FSC certification in the country
- Protect the intellectual property rights and licensing rights of FSC in the country 
- Provide information on internationally approved interpretation for the use of the FSC systems in the country.
- Coordinate the development and ongoing management of the national FM standard 
- Support the development and revision of international policies and standards.
- Contribute to the implementation of FSC policy directed at National Offices (e.g. National Risk Assessments for Controlled Wood

categories)  , 
- Conduct market development activities 

- Wood, including bamboo, and wood fibre products from forests (tropical, subtropical, boreal and temperate forests).
- Reclaimed wood material (chain of custody certification only)

Global

All stages of the supply chain from the forest up to the consumer. Starting from the production (forestry) and including all successive
stages of processing, transport, manufacturing and distribution.

The generic FSC Principles & Criteria for sustainable forest management have been laid down in the FSC-STD-01-001 (version 4-0)
document, and include the following 10 principles:
• Principle 1: Compliance with laws and FSC Principles;
• Principle 2: Tenure and use rights and responsibilities;
• Principle 3: Indigenous peoples’ rights;
• Principle 4: Community relations and worker’s rights;
• Principle 5: Benefits from the forest;
• Principle 6: Environmental impact;
• Principle 7: Management plan;
• Principle 8: Monitoring and assessment;
• Principle 9: Maintenance of high conservation value forests;
• Principle 10: Plantations.
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2.5 Chain of custody standard

2.6 National standards & 
interpretations

The generic FSC Principles & Criteria must be adapted into national, regional and locally applicable verifiers by National Standards
Development Groups (refer to 2.6 below).

N.B. In addition, there is the ‘FSC Controlled Wood’ certification requirements. FSC Controlled Wood is designed to allow organizations
to mix FSC-certified wood with uncertified wood thereby avoiding the categories of wood considered unacceptable. The five categories
of unacceptable wood include: illegally harvested wood, wood harvested in violation with traditional and civil rights, wood in which
High Conservation Values are threatened by management activities, wood harvested in forests being converted to plantations or non-
forest use, and wood from forests in which genetically modified trees are planted.). FSC Controlled Wood can only be mixed with FSC
certified wood in the so-called percentage and/or credit system and are labeled as FSC Mix Products.

The requirements for the chain of custody have been elaborated in the standard ‘FSC-STD-40-004 Version 2-1 – FSC Standard for
Chain of Custody Certification .
The FSC Chain of Custody Program sets standards for three types of chain of custody certifications that companies can choose from
depending on their scale and type of operation: 
• Individual chain of custody certification; 
• Multiple-site chain of custody certification; 
• Project certification. 
Operators may use a mass balance system or segregation system to physically trace material through the chain. Book and claim is not
allowed.

The Chain of Custody Program also provides additional standards that may be combined with the chain of custody certificate
according to the scope of the organization seeking certification, including: 
• The FSC Controlled Wood Standard is for companies that source non-certified material to be included in the production of FSC Mix

products. The non-certified material is controlled to avoid mixing of wood from unacceptable sources with FSC certified material in
FSC Mix products. Also refer to 2.4 

• Reclaimed forest-based materials can be used as components in FSC certified products and projects. The Chain of Custody Program
sets the requirements for purchasing, verification and classification of these materials. Also refer to 2.7.

Currently, there are approximately 40 national and regional FSC Forest Management Standards.

An FSC National Standard is an adaptation of the international standard to the regional or national level, in order to reflect the diverse
legal, social and geographical conditions of forests in different parts of the world.
The process for developing the FSC Forest Stewardship Standards (FSS) follows standardized procedures, and are led by National
Standards Development Groups, advised by the (international) FSC Forest Program.
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2.7 Provisions for waste & residues

3. CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

3.1 General

3.2 Audit process requirements
(including stakeholder consultation) 

The FSC standard ‘Sourcing reclaimed material for use in FSC Product Groups o FSC Certified Projects’ (FSC-STD-40-007 (V2-0) EN)
details under which conditions (non-certified) wood residues can be used in FSC certified products. It also specifies which type of wood
residues are acceptable. These materials are classified as ‘Materials accepted as reclaimed wood’, and have been specified in Annex I of
the aforementioned document (note that the list in the annex contains examples and is not exhaustive):

Materials accepted as reclaimed wood material (non-exhaustive summary from Annex I) [15]

• Post-consumer wood sources (e.g. municipal sources, commercial, construction and demolition debris, material from waste facilities,
etc.)

• Post-consumer wood material (e.g. commercial transport packaging (e.g. pallets), construction and demolition debris, sawdust and
the like generated during the re-milling of post- consumer wood products, deconstructed building materials, or wood reclaimed from
C&D debris). 

• Pre-consumer wood sources (e.g. municipal sources, commercial, processs waste from converters and secondary manufacturing
onwards).   

• Pre-consumer wood material (e.g. damaged stock, rejected products, overstock, discontinued items not used for their intended
purpose. Offcuts, shavings, sawdust, and the like, generated during secondary manufacture or subsequent steps in manufacturing an
end product).  

Not accepted as reclaimed wood material  
• Wood material in the form of off-cuts produced from virgin parent materials that are discarded by a primary or secondary

production process but that has properties allowing it to be reused on site by being incorporated back into the same manufacturing
process that generated it.  

• Co-products from virgin parent materials (example: offcuts, shavings, sawdust, and the like, generated during primary manufacture of
logs).  

• Forestry waste: Any virgin material considered as forest or urban waste. (e.g. branches, small or rotten pieces of wood, trunks of old
trees and palms planted for food production, salvaged urban trees and underwater salvaged trees).

FSC distinguishes four types of certification i.e. (1) forest management certification, (2) supply chain certification, (3) controlled wood
and (4) special options for small, low intensity and community forest operations. Controlled wood is designed to allow organizations to
avoid the categories of wood considered unacceptable.

The certification body normally carries out a brief pre-assessment to allow them to flag up any areas where management may not
meet the applicable requirements. Once the forest manager/supply chain operator is sure they have filled any gaps, they can apply for
a full evaluation.
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3.3 Certification Body and Auditor
requirements 

3.4 Minimum level of assurance

3.5 Costs of certification

4. OTHER ASPECTS

4.1 Track record

4.2 Stakeholder perception

The main evaluation process is an in depth review of the forest management systems/chain of custody systems and their results on the
ground. The certification body sends a team of experts to assess social, economic and environmental conditions at the operations being
evaluated. 
At the end of the evaluation, the assessment team reports to the operator any areas where management does not meet the applicable
requirements, known as ‘non-conformities’. If these are minor non-conformities, the certification body can issue a certificate, on
condition that actions will be taken to deal with the non-conformities. If these are major non-conformities, the certification body will
not issue a certificate until the non-conformities have been solved.

FSC certificates are valid for 5 years, with annual surveillance audits to verify continued compliance with FSC certification
requirements. After 5 years, a recertification audit is required.

FSC standards certification bodies need to be FSC accredited. 
FSC certification bodies must operate in accordance with procedures set out in the FSC Accreditation Manual ‘FSC general
requirements for FSC accredited certification bodies – application of FSC-STD-20-001 (Version 3-0), similar to ISO/IEC Gide 65:1996.
Accreditation Services International (ASI) is responsible for checking certification body compliance with FSC rules and procedures
through a combination of field and office audits.
Currently, there are approximately 20 FSC accredited certification bodies. 

FSC identifies major and minor non-compliances (reference document: FSC-STD-20-011 V1-1 EN).
A major non-compliance is a non-compliance which, either alone or in combination with other non-compliances, results in, or is likely
to result in a fundamental failure to achieve the objective of the relevant requirement in the Chain of Custody operation(s) within the
scope of the assessment. Such fundamental failure shall be indicated by non-compliance(s) which:
a. Continue over a long period of time; or,
b. Are repeated or systematic; or,
c. Affect a wide range of the production; or,
d. Are not corrected or adequately responded to by the responsible managers once they have been identified.

Auditing costs (payable to auditor) and  annual administration fee (payable to FSC). 

As of 1 July 2013, approx. 181 million ha of forest was FSC certified. More than 26,000 Chain of Custody certificates issued. 
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4.3 Availability of help desk, tools &
guidance

4.4 Recognition of other schemes

5. REFERENCES USED FOR THIS
FACTSHEET 

- FSC has online stakeholder portal which allows the user to easily access further resources. The large resources database includes i.a.
annual reports, case studies, technical guides, factsheets, research documents, documents for users and a photo and video gallery.

- The FSC website provide a section with ‘help’ and frequently asked questions
- The FSC website provides contact details for both the FSC international office, and the national FSC offices
- info.fsc.org: with amongst others a database with all valid certificates, FSC Certificate Holder Portal Login (e.g. label generator)

FSC has not recognised other schemes.

- www.fsc.org and scheme documentation on the website
- NL Agency (2011). How to select a biomass certification scheme? Utrecht (the Netherlands), May 2011.
- Personal communication with Mr. R. Nozeman – FSC The Netherlands


